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Rhode Island EHDI statistics

2010 2011 2012

% Screened 98.99 99.32 99.38

% Referred - No
final diagnosis

32.26 35.92 43.59

% Lost to follow-up 18.28 20.42 18.8

% eligible referred
to Part C in EI

100 100 100

# passed screen 
with risk factors

866 798 891
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Connect with Medical Homes

All healthcare providers who vaccinate

children in Rhode Island are connected 

and report to KIDSNET

KIDSNET shares data daily 

with RITRACK, the newborn 

hearing screening database

How can Rhode Island

build on that strength to 

improve EHDI loss to follow-up?



What is KIDSNET?

A Public Health Program –

not an electronic medical record

Facilitates the collection and appropriate

sharing of health data by authorized users

for the provision of timely and appropriate

preventive health services and follow up

Integrated Child Health Information System 

for maternal and child health programs
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Hearing Assessment Screen

Dr. Testa

Dr. Earya
SENSORINEURAL

PROFOUND



IMMUNIZATION SCREEN





Sample screen shots:Reports for PCPs

EHDI follow-up recommendations can be

linked to the primary care provider using 

the last provider to report an immunization 

to KIDSNET 

Printed report from RITRACK mailed quarterly

On-line report in KIDSNET
for providers to run their
own report 





Child 1

Child 3
Child 2

Child 4

Child 5

Child 7
Child 8

Child 6

Visual Response Audiometry 
Visual Response Audiometry 
Diagnostic Audiology
Diagnostic ABR
Rescreen
Visual Response Audiometry 
Visual Response Audiometry 
Initial Screen                        Refusal

08/10/2013 
04/12/2103
01/24/2013
03/07/2013
12/15/2013
06/12/2013 
05/19/2013
11/29/2013



Sample screen shots:Impact on Loss to Follow-up

Quarterly mailed report 

Anecdotal reports from audiologists of an 
increase in calls for appointments 

On-line report in KIDSNET

for providers to run their 

own report

Too early to tell –
programming has just been 
released to production 



Audiology visits for infants who 
passed with risk factors

Year of Birth 2010 2011 2012

# infants 866 798 891

# with at least one 
documented 
audiology visit

440 364 392

% with at least one 
documented 
audiology visit

51% 46% 44%



Sample screen shots:The “jury is still out”

Many initiatives to reduce loss to follow-up 
have been put in place

Many audiologists do not report

Small numbers make 
percentages fluctuate wildly

Plan, Do, Study, Act (PDSA)
cycles will help shed light by looking 

intensely at a few provider offices
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