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Method

Participants

Parents and family members were invited for a 2
hour introduction to the use of the Infant Hearing
Decisions DVD. Ten parents and/or family
members attended the viewing and completed
pre-and post-viewing questionnaires. Ethnicity and
race of participants are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Ethnicity and race of participants by gender.
Male Female Total

Hispanic or Latino 0 0 0
Not Hispanic or Latino 2 8

Race 10
American Indian/Alaska Native 0 0

Asian 0 0

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 0 0

Islander

Black or African American 2 2
White 2 6 8
Total of All Subjects 2 8 10
Materials

Infant Hearing Decisions (Intervention)

The DVD includes five chapters:

Introduction

Overview of content provided by two guides: a
speech-language pathologist and a parent of a
child with hearing loss.

Making Decisions

Overview of decision-making process

Identify issues important for your child

Gather information

Evaluate alternatives and consider the
consequences of each

Make a decision, formulate a plan and
implement it

Monitor progress toward goal and re-evaluate as
needed

Technology

Overview of technology options with decision-
making process and strategies embedded in
content.

.

Communication

Overview of communication approaches with
decision-making process and strategies
embedded in content.

Education

Overview of education options with decision-

making process and strategies embedded in

content.

Next Steps

1.Monitor your child’s developmental progress to
guide your decision making.

2.Re-evaluate your plan as new information about
your child’s progress becomes available.

3Arkansas Children’s Hospital

Pre- and Post-Questionnaire

A pre- and post- questionnaire was developed to
assess the efficacy of the intervention tool. The
pre-questionnaire included a demographic section
about the parent and child. The pre- and post-
questionnaire included two parts (a) self-ratings
regarding the value of the concept, knowledge
about the concept, and confidence in skill level,
and (b) rating the importance of the topic. A
sample of the questionnaire is shown in Figure 1.

Procedures

Parents and family members were recruited for
this study to evaluate the efficacy of Infant
Hearing Decisions as an intervention tool using a
repeated measures program evaluation design.
Ten parents and family members volunteered for
this study. All study procedures were completed at
Arkansas Children’s Hospital. First, the
participants took a pre-questionnaire survey, then
watched the DVD. Following completion of the
DVD viewing, participants completed a post-
questionnaire and a user satisfaction survey.

Results

Mean ratings for pre-and post-intervention results
are shown in Figure 2 for eight questions. The
blue bars graphs below represent the mean
scores for the pre-intervention questions the
purple bars show the mean score for the post-
intervention questions. For each question, there
were three items: (a) importance, (b) knowledge,
and (c) confidence in skill level.

Making Decisions as a Family Systematic Decision-Making

Active Role in Process.

Involving Family Members

Considering Alternatives

Multiple Sources for Information

Make a Plan and Move Forward Monitor Progress and Re-evaluate

Figure 1. Pre- and post-intervention ratings for (a) Importance, (b)
knowledge, and (c) confidence in skill level for eight items.

Parents and family members were asked to rate
the level of importance of knowing and being able
to meet the needs of their child in six categories
(items # 9 through #14 on the questionnaire):

9. Communication Needs
10. Listening Needs

11. Language Needs

12. Educational Needs

13. Literacy Needs (reading)
14. Technology Needs

Pre-intervention ratings are shown in blue; post-
intervention ratings are shown in purple (Figure 2).

Importance of Topics

9 10 11 12 13 14

Figure 12 Pre- and post-intervention ratings for six questions (#9
through # 14) addressing importance of meeting child’s needs in
each category.
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Conclusions

In general, findings support the use of a multi-
media culturally sensitive decision making tool for
families of children with early identified hearing
loss.
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