
Subject: 2019 EHDI State Stakeholders’ Meeting – Message to Students 
 

What is the State Stakeholders’ Meeting and when is it? 
This is time set aside during the Annual Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) meeting where attendees from 
each state/territory come together for 90 minutes on Monday, March 4th from 9:30-11:00 am to discuss priorities and 
initiatives relevant to their system/program. These meetings are typically led by the Newborn Hearing Screening 
Program/EHDI Coordinator (or designee). This meeting time is used to benefit the EHDI program, EHDI system, EHDI 
direct services, and/or the EHDI process as it pertains to that state’s/territory’s current needs.  
 

Why should students attend? 
This is a great time to see the “moving parts” of how state/territory EHDI programs and system stakeholders’ work 
together to meet the needs that are important to them. It is also a great place to network and meet people! For more 
information, guest speakers to help you prepare, networking opportunities and to gain further knowledge before the 
Stakeholder Meeting come checkout the Student Kickoff Meeting on Sunday! Contact: Dr. Hanna Sawher, pediatric 
Audiologist for further details at hsawher@chw.org and join the student Facebook group (Students of #EHDI 2019).  
 

Does it matter which state meeting I attend? 
Not really. You could attend the meeting in the state where you are currently attending school, or your home state, a 
state you know you will be moving to, or any other state/territory you would like. The important part is to be able to 
learn about the priorities, network and get an idea about what EHDI is all about on the front lines.  
 

What should I do when I decide which meeting to attend? 
If you didn’t indicate on your registration form which meeting you were going to attend, then go ahead and send an 
email to the EHDI Coordinator of that state/territory and introduce yourself as a student and let them know that you 
would like to attend their meeting. Since the EHDI Coordinators typically contact all the registrants from their 
state/territory just prior to arriving onsite, you could also inquire if there were materials shared with others that you 
could have as well. Click here to, contact a State/Territory EHDI Coordinator. 
 

Where can I find additional information about the State Stakeholders’ Meeting? 
➢ Click here to read the Description of the State Stakeholders’ Meeting. 
➢ To prepare for this opportunity please visit the State Stakeholders’ Meeting page on the 2019 Annual EHDI 

Meeting website to read more about the importance of these meetings and access additional information and 
forms.   

o Individual Reflection, Planning and Action Plan worksheet – While this is typically used by those already 
involved in state/territory EHDI programs/systems, consider why you are attending the 2019 EHDI 
Meeting. What sessions you will attend and what do you hope to take away into your studies or future 
workplace? What parts of the EHDI system spark your curiosity, passion and can support you in your 
goals? This form is provided for you to record how you will use information learned during sessions to 
enhance or provide input to EHDI systems. Feel free to share these ideas with an EHDI Coordinator, 
fellow students and other stakeholders in the diverse EHDI system. 

We look forward to seeing you all in Chicago! Your State Stakeholders' Meeting Sub-committee: 
1. Vicki Hunting/Hands & Voices, sub-committee chair – vickiLhunting@outlook.com or vicki@handsandvoices.org 
2. Linda Hazard/VT EHDI Coordinator - Linda.Hazard@partner.vermont.gov  
3. Marcia Fort/NC EHDI Coordinator - marcia.fort@dhhs.nc.gov  
4. Cathy Lester/KY EHDI Coordinator - Cathy.Lester@ky.gov  
5. Ginger Mullins/IL EHDI Coordinator - Ginger.Mullin@illinois.gov  
6. Gayla Guignard/AG Bell - gguignard@agbell.org  
7. Sandra Battiste/HRSA - SBattiste@hrsa.gov 
8. Dr. Hanna Sawher/Chair Student sub-committee, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin – hsawher@chw.org 
9. Dr. Leslie Lestz/Pediatrician-Texas - lklestz@gmail.com  
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