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Objectives

1. Attendees will learn what specialists and assessment 
areas are to be considered when conducting an initial 
evaluation to determine a child’s eligibility for special 
education services. 

2. Attendees will learn why an auditory skills 
assessment is essential for all transition evaluations. 

3. Attendees will learn about parent's rights during the 
evaluation process and how parents can exercise their 
rights to ensure appropriate assessments and 
evaluations are completed.





Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

PART C
● birth to age 3
● any degree of 

hearing loss
● services to 

FAMILY

PART B
● ages 3-21
● eligibility 

threshold 
● services to 

CHILD



Special Education Process



Eligibility criteria

Evaluations 
must 
demonstrate 
the need for 
specialized 
support and 
services to be 
ELIGIBLE for 
special ed.



Start with 
ETR 

Planning 
form
for 

Preschool 
Evalution



Multidisciplinary Evaluation



Why Test Functional Skills?

● Audiogram-sound treated booth
● Cognitive testing-quiet office
● SLP testing-quiet office
● Reading skills testing-quiet office OR on 

computer

BUT
● (Almost) none of a student’s day is spent in 

a quiet room!



OBSERVATIONS

● Ask for observations to be performed in 
UNFAMILIAR environment with 
UNKNOWN routines, compare to behavior 
or peers

● Ask for observations to be performed in 
background noise (assemblies, large group) 
and check for comprehension of 
information presented



Auditory Skill Assessment

“The meaning of sound occurs in the 
brain. We hear with the brain. The ears 
are just a way in.”              -Carol Flexer



Auditory Skill Assessment

● Can child hear and comprehend sounds? 
words? phrases? sentences? paragraphs?

● In quiet?
● In a small group?
● In a large group?
● Outside? 
● With a known topic?
● With an unknown topic?
● In background noise?



Auditory Skill Assessment



What Assessments are there?

● CID Speech Perception Instructional 
Curriculum and Evaluation (SPICE)

● CID ESP -Early Speech Percception test
● APT/HI-Auditory Perception Test for 

Hearing Impaired
● IT-MAIS-Infant Toddler Meaningful 

Auditory Integration Scale
● Cottage Acquisition Scales for Listening 

Language and Speech (CASLLS)
● not a test: Auditory Learning Guide



Auditory Assessment

● THIS IS NOT A VALUE JUDGEMENT
● Student is not more successful or smarter 

or better 
● This DOES help us identify areas of need 

for specially designed instruction IF the 
child and family wish to increase skills in 
this area

● If there is no desire to increase auditory 
skills, how will access be provided in other 
ways? or how will access be provided 
until skills do increase?



IDEA Parent’s Rights



Advocacy Resources for Families
● Hands & Voices ASTra

● American Society for Deaf Children

● AG Bell

● Hearing First 

● National Association for the Deaf

● State Parent Training & Information Center

● Center for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in 

Special Education (CADRE)



Resources for Providers

ASHA 
https://www.asha.org/Practice-Portal/Clinical-Topics/Perm
anent-Childhood-Hearing-Loss/
EHDI-Joint Commission statement 2019
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=110
4&context=jehdi
EHDI-Pediatric Audiology Links to Services (EHDI-PALS)
http://www.ehdi-pals.org/default.aspx
Audiology Online-continuing education
https://www.audiologyonline.com/
Speech Pathology Online-continuing education
https://www.speechpathology.com/
Educational Audiology Association
https://edaud.org/

https://www.asha.org/Practice-Portal/Clinical-Topics/Permanent-Childhood-Hearing-Loss/
https://www.asha.org/Practice-Portal/Clinical-Topics/Permanent-Childhood-Hearing-Loss/
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=jehdi
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=jehdi
http://www.ehdi-pals.org/default.aspx
https://www.audiologyonline.com/
https://www.speechpathology.com/
https://edaud.org/


This This photo was taken from The Ann Sullivan Centre for people who are deafblind.

https://www.annesullivan.ie/advice-information/comm
unicating-with-people-who-are-deafblind/

https://www.annesullivan.ie/advice-information/communicating-with-people-who-are-deafblind/
https://www.annesullivan.ie/advice-information/communicating-with-people-who-are-deafblind/
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