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Personal Background


Highlights leading to who I am as a Deaf adult

· Struggle with oral communication

· Teacher of the Deaf fluent in sign language involvement with my family

· Deaf adults introduced by teacher of the Deaf

· Environment with peers where visually accessible communication

· School for the Deaf- My other family

· Deaf role models

· Language (ASL)

· Peers

· Gallaudet University

· Career working with young deaf children and other professionals


Myself as a whole culturally Deaf person with two families

· How many people have had the opportunity to meet and get to know Deaf people, the people who they primarily serve when they are infants? Not too often does that happen. 

Ideal Early Identification and Early Intervention Program


Early intervention team consisting of:

· Family of the child

· Deaf community (several representatives)

· Service agency members

· Medical personnel

· School personnel


Major areas of focus and considerations of the early intervention team:

· Language access for the child

· Informed decision making opportunities for the family

· Family services and ongoing support

· Individual child services geared towards identified needs

· Current and future placement (school or program)


